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First Annual Report June 1, 2020 

 

It is with great pleasure that I present to you the first Annual Report of the Third 

Age Barrie Lifelong Learning Association. 

  

It was on June 16th, 2014 that the 6 committee members chose TAB’s name and 

accepted the generous made by Dr. Larry Black and Dr. Michael Johns to 

coordinate and deliver our first 5 part series “The Changing the World Order” 
starting October 7th, 2014.   

 

We prepared a budget for 80 registrants, set up a paper registration with 

cheques, a flip phone number as the Info Line, a one page poster on yellow paper 

with black lettering, emailed all our contacts, groups and clubs including Probus 

and the Retired Teachers Association.  

 

We composed a 2- page funding proposal and to our surprise received $2,200 in 

donations.  To our astonishment and relief the series sold out in 2 weeks. 

Third Age Barrie never looked back! Look what we have delivered since 2014, a 

total of 12 series and 12 single lectures representing a diverse range of topics in 

response to results of a first “handwritten” survey - and now on- line surveys, to 

our audiences. 

 

I want to recognize Terry our excellent treasurer. I greatly appreciated her 

support and we shared many new experiences as the two officers of TAB. How 

nervous we were the first time we hit the GO button to transfer money from 

PayPal to the bank and for several years there was a hot line to PayPal. 

 

Today, six years later, we are incorporated, and have approved a comprehensive 

Bylaw. This represents the tremendous efforts of a responsive and enthusiastic 

team to build and sustain a respected, resourceful and accountable lifelong 

learning organization. 

Third Age Barrie 
Lifelong Learning Association 

www.thirdagebarrie.ca 
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The “seeds” for the By- Law were developed early on and were noted in a generic 

funding proposal dated June 19, 2014. The document stated the objectives as 

follows: 

 

• Present a series of stimulating and enlightening presentations designed to 

appeal to a broad range of interest.    

• Provide opportunities for this cohort to take part in lifelong learning 

activities for pleasure and personal fulfillment at a low cost.   

• Create a community of people who come together to learn.  

To the board member’s credit through thoughtful discussion and diligence, six 
years later we are approving a mission and vision that represents a very similar 

philosophy and values including: 

 

Vision: Third Age Barrie builds a community of mature learners to enhance their 

participation, knowledge, understanding and well-being. 

 

Mission: Third Age Barrie Lifelong Learning Association is a volunteer organization 

dedicated to providing intellectually stimulating and entertaining presentations 

for mature learners living in Barrie and neighbouring communities. 

 

Let’s take a step back, reminisce and highlight some of the significant 

accomplishments in Third Age Barrie’s Lifelong Learning Journey: 

• Recruited enthusiastic, knowledgeable, and committed volunteers who 

each took on diverse leadership roles as the Board Officers, Executive and 

Curriculum Committee, Info Line and Coordinators/Liaisons for the Series 

and Single Presentations. 

 

• Engaged over 20 volunteers to help out on the day of the lectures to ensure 

smooth running of registration and ushering, parking, and a refreshment 

break. In addition, David Collacutt stepped up as the graphic designer for 

posters and bookmarks on an honorarium basis for five years and similarly 

John Goodfellow did our bookkeeping for four years. 
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• Created organizational policies and procedures as well as new committees 

and board officers that will provide a solid, transparent framework to 

ensure implementation of best practices for our audiences, board, 

volunteers and independent contractors including bookkeeper, 

administrative, audiovisual and IT resources. 

 

• Contracted in 2019 with a professional and responsive web design and 

hosting provider “Piggybank Technologies” located in Barrie. 
 

• Developed  and acknowledged of 2  community partners - Grace United 

Church and Barrie Chapter of the Grandmothers to Grandothers, Stephen 

Lewis Foundation.  

 

• Donated towards the parking lot repairs and new AV equipment at Grace 

Church.  We also donate regularly to Stephen Lewis Foundation in 

recognition of the invaluable volunteer support. In the spring of 2019 Third 

Age Barrie gave an enhanced honorarium to Kerry Stratton in recognition of 

his legacy to sharing his enthusiasm for music and educating the general 

public. 

 

• Cultivated a major sponsorship with RBC Dominion Securities  to support 

honorarium costs for speakers and also with Assante Wealth Management 

as a major donor to cover marketing expenses.  

 

• Joined the Third Age Network of Ontario and received invaluable advice 

and support from fellow member organizations concerning such areas as 

start up activities, copyright and webinars. Board members have 

participated in conferences, ongoing training and currently part of the 

Executive Board. Reference to Third Age Barrie’s website, funding proposal 
and guidelines for privacy policies are part of the Third Age Network’s start 

–up and resource guide for new members.  
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Fellow board members we have learned, laboured, and at times laughed as the 

“TAB Team.” We are now setting a “reset button “and  are stepping up to the 
current realities of delivering stimulating  lifelong learning on a livestream 

platform. 

 

As a board we are well positioned to manage new challenges for lifelong learning 

with vision, creativity and responsiveness to engage our 1115 subscribers to our 

website.  

 

My thanks to the past board members Paul Bassett, Larry Black, Gail Foy and Clay 

Lafleur for their invaluable contributions. 

 

 I would like to recognize the current board members, Deb Woods, Gerry Caplan, 

Liz Maguire, Pat Mansfield, Sandy Thurston, Tom Gerry and Terry MacMillan for 

being incredible, passionate and knowledgeable board members.  

 

In closing, I would like to recognize the early, distinguished leadership of Terry 

and Pat in sharing a vision to develop lifelong learning in Barrie. 

 

Louise Pope, Chair 

June 1st, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 


